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If the denominators are
already the same
(LIKE denominators):

e Add or subtract the
numerators

e Put the sum or
difference over the
same denominator

e Simplify, if needed
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If the denominators are
NOT the same
(UNLIKE denominators):

e Find a common
denominator
or the LCD

e Write equivalent
fractions with the
new denominator

® Put the sum or
difference over the
same denominator

e Simplify, if needed

e Multiply the
numerators
straight across

e Multiply the
denominators
straight across

e Simplify, if needed

e Note:
If you can, try to
SIMPLIFY
before you
MULTIPLY
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“Invert and Multiply”
e “Keep” the first fraction

e Write the reciprocal of
the second fraction

e Multiply

e Simplify, if needed
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